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Since 1978 Thomas B. Rauchfuss has been on
the faculty at the University of Illinois.  He was
trained in inor- ganic and bioinorganic chemistry
at Washington State University and the
Australian National University with D.M.
Roundhill and D.A. Buckingham, respectively.
Early in his career, Rauchfuss contributed the
concept of hemilabile ligands.  Other areas of
interest include dithiolenes,
hydrodesulfurization, mobile M-M bonds, mo-
lecular boxes, and polysulfido ligands.  In the
area of amido-complexes, his group discovered
their reactivity toward oxygen as well as redox-
and proton-induced H2 activation.  Recent work
has been inspired by the hy- drogenase
enzymes.  Discoveries include biomimetic
hydrogen evolution catalysis, synthesis of the
azadithiolato cofactor, and NiFeHS2 ensembles.


